Records detail Belle’s threats 
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Tribune February 18, 2006: A former all-star baseball player arrested Thursday and charged with stalking had threatened to kill his ex-girlfriend if she told anyone about an electronic tracking device he had placed on her car, records show. Albert Belle, 39, was held at a Maricopa County jail until he posted a $108,000 bail. 

A county Superior Court judge put Belle on supervised release and ordered him to wear an electronic monitoring device, said Bill FitzGerald, spokesman for the county attorney’s office. 

Police and court documents obtained Friday state the woman, whose name is being withheld by the Tribune, was friends for about five years with the former outfielder for the Cleveland Indians and Baltimore Orioles. 

After she stopped taking his calls in January, she heard something fall off her car when she hit a bump on Jan. 26. When she got out to check what it was, she found a small black box fitted with magnets and something inside that looked like a mobile phone, so she called the police. 

She told a responding officer that her ex-boyfriend might be keeping track of her, a police report states. 

“I asked her who her ex-boyfriend is and she was hesitant,” wrote Scottsdale officer Neil Penttinen. “She said ‘he’s kind of famous, he used to play professional baseball.’ ” 

She later told police it was Belle. 

Police later identified the box as a tracking device. 

A similar item can be purchased by anyone at local spy stores. Kevin Simpson of Spy Headquarters in Mesa said the battery-powered transmitters, which cost about $800, send the object’s location via cell phone frequencies directly to a computer. It can reveal what street a vehicle is on, how fast it’s going, and other data. 

FitzGerald declined to comment Friday whether it was illegal to track someone with such a device. However, Belle’s ex-girlfriend was told by Scottsdale police it was a crime to follow someone using a tracker, the report states. 

The woman went to a police station the next day and said she wanted Belle prosecuted. She also took out an injunction against harassment at Scottsdale Municipal Court, where a record shows she decided to contact police after she saw Belle’s car near her children’s day care, which is a few blocks from her apartment. 

A court order was issued for Belle to stay away from the woman, her children and the day care center. Another order prevents Belle from purchasing any firearms. 

Superior Court records also state the following: 

The woman believed Belle had been “showing up everywhere she went,” though he denied stalking her. He left an answering machine message on her phone earlier this month saying he apologized for “doing all that tracking stuff.” 

In a recorded phone call between the two, Belle stated he had the tracking device put on her car and had obtained copies of her phone records to see who she had been calling. He began threatening her, and she asked if he was going to come to her home and kill her. 

“The defendant replied ‘Yep. Do not have a (expletive) problem doin’ it either,’ ” the records state. 

Police arrested Belle, who lives in north Scottsdale, Thursday morning in his vehicle on East Charter Oak Drive. 

Belle was both loathed and loved by baseball fans before he retired in 2000 because of a bad hip after a 12-year playing career. He had amassed 381 home runs and compiled a .295 batting average. 

He was known for his sometimes-violent antics, such as throwing baseballs at fans and photographers. While living in a suburb east of Cleveland in 1995, Belle was fined $100 for hitting a boy with his car as he chased after a group of teenagers who egged his house on Halloween when Belle didn’t answer his door, according to Cuyahoga County (Ohio) court records. 

Belle also was arrested by Scottsdale police in September 2002 for driving under the influence; He was later found guilty. A blood alcohol test revealed that his blood alcohol content was 0.14, nearly twice the legal limit of 0.08. 

Reached by the Tribune on Friday, Belle said, “Could you refer all calls to my attorney? Have a good day.” 

A preliminary hearing on the stalking charge is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. Feb. 24 at the Maricopa County Superior Court’s East Court Building.

